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Anime Explosion 
By Patrick Drazen 
 
 

Critic: Samm Kim 
 

So recently, my friend who had 
read my past reviews asked me, 
“What’s anime?”  Yeah, I know.  I 
was totally blown away and really didn’t know 
what to say, so instead of scolding him and giving 
him a simple six hour lecture, I recommended him 
this book, Anime Explosion!  It explains so many 
things about Japanese animation that you do and  
don’t need to know like the start to today, history 
about anime, and will definitely answer all your 
questions you have about anime that you don’t 
understand.  Great for reading for your own  
pleasure and book reports!  I highly recommend 
to all those at least a bit interested in anime/
manga to pick this book off the shelf and at least 
take a peek cause even if you’re not so motivated 
by this review, the book will surprise you so 
much!  An awesome book.  
 
After reading Anime Explosion! Aren’t you 
tempted to draw your very own anime or manga 
but you don’t know the first thing about drawing 
anime or where to start?  Then you should read... 
 

How to Draw Manga and 
How to Draw more Manga 
By Katy Coope 

 

Critic: Samm Kim 
 

This book is definitely for you if 
you feel the way that is written 
above!  This book is a great one 
that will help beginners and 
starters draw anime!  It takes 
you easily step by step and is so 
packed with illustrations that it is easy to  
understand.  Guaranteed to help your drawing  
before you get started! 

 

Eight Below 
 

Movie, Rated: PG 
 

Critic: Sadie McMurrin 
 
I know from experience that being 
alone can make you feel upset 
and scared.  And probably if you 
were a dog you’d feel the same 
way.  It’s in the middle of  
Antarctica, in the middle of the 
winter, and the only people in this 
vast emptiness have traveled back 
to America to treat frost-bite and a broken leg. 
 

Jerry (the main character) loves every one of his 
beautiful sled dogs, especially Maya, the only girl 
dog and lead dog.  When the group at the base 
in Antarctica has to leave very quickly because 
of an emergency, they are forced to leave the 
eight beloved dogs harnessed to a line on the 
ground.   
 

Throughout the movie you feel like you’re 
watching two movies in one.  This is because 
you can watch the people in America and what 
they’re going through.  And then you can see 
what is going on with the dogs.  When you see 
what’s happening with the dogs the date and 
the amount of days they have been there pops 
up on the screen. 
 

Anyone would love this movie, but especially 
someone who loves animals and can stand a  
little suspense.  Also, someone who enjoys  
landscapes because there are a lot of tracking 
shots in it.  Happy watching. 
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A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
By Betty Smith 
 
 

Critic: Jenny Yang 
 

Growing up isn’t easy with your 
mother washing other people’s 
houses.  Growing up isn’t easy 
with your father being a drunk.  
Growing up isn’t easy when your 
Aunt Sissy has as many babies 
dead as you are old.  Growing up 
isn’t easy not making any girl 
friends...and growing up in the early 1900s isn’t 
easy, especially for young Francie Nolan.  You 
cannot miss A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.  This book 
is rich and filled with love.  Extravagantly written 
by Betty Smith, she created a book about the  
people she knew best: poor families who are 
struggling to stay afloat and stay alive.  In around 
480 some pages, Smith captured a time period 
between 1902 to 1919.  Through Christmas,  
Halloween, a new mayor, and a whole new  
generation, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn shows a 
coming of age story of Francie Nolan and a family 
that manages to get through the 
toughest of times. 
 

Keys to the Kingdom series 
 By Garth Nix 

 

Critic: -L- 
 

Arthur Penhaligan is an average 
boy, who has a normal life.  He 
has a few things that make him 
stand out, such as his asthma, but otherwise he’s 
totally normal.  At least he was.  It all started one 
day when he saw the house.  One day it was 
there, the next it wasn't.  As Arthur begins to try 
and search deep into this new mystery, he is 
caught up in an adventure that might not only 
hurt him and his family, but the universe itself.  
The Keys to the Kingdom is one of my favorite  
series.  Those looking for magical adventure will 
probably find this to be one of their best reads, 
and their favorite. 

 

Elsewhere 
 

By Gabrielle Zevin 
 

Critic: Jenny Yang 
 
What life do we have after 
death?  Is there heaven or 
hell, or do we go to a place 
called Elsewhere?  After a hit 
and run car accident Elizabeth 
finds herself on the SS Nile on 
the way to the island where 
she will be spending her 
death.  Here, she will be living 
her life backwards from the 

day she died, but Liz does not want to become 
fourteen, thirteen, and so on again.  She wants 
to become an adult, but she realizes living your 
life no matter backwards or forward, the quality 
is the same, and if you surround yourself with 
love, you will have an amazing, fulfilling life.  
Join Liz on a journey through death and life, you 
won’t regret it. 
 

Stephen Colbert’s I am 
America! (and so can 
you!)  
By Stephen Colbert 
 

Critic: -L- 
 
If you’ve ever watched the 
Colbert report on Comedy 
Central, you know that half an 
hour just isn’t enough time!  So 
Colbert thought of something, 
and during his three day Columbus Day  
weekend, he dictated this book into his tape  
recorder.  Now you can see his ideas and what 
America needs to do to better itself.  Colbert 
fans will love this book with its fun zones and 
humor.  Even if you don’t know who Stephen 
Colbert is, you’ll love this book.  I highly  
recommend going to your local library and 
checking this book out.  It even won the 
Stephen T. Colbert Award for literary excellence! 
 

Middle school critics 3 



 
 
I am Legend 
Movie, Rated: PG-13 
 
 

Critic: Kynan Welsh 
 

 
Great movie!  Similar to Resident 
Evil 4 because of the storyline.  I 
liked it because of the setting and 
plot.  It takes place in NYC and a 
lion takes down a gazelle in Times 
Square.  Will Smith, the main  

character, has over 3/4 of the movie screen time.  
I definitely recommend this great movie. 
 

 

Rock Band 
Game, Rated: T 
 

Critic: Travis Okey-Dokey 
 
From the makers of Guitar Hero 
comes a game where you form 
your own band and tour the 
world.  The guitar didn’t work as 

well as the Guitar Hero guitar.  For example, the 
buttons weren’t as responsive as their competi-
tor’s.  Also, as a first time user to the drums I put 
it on easy only to find that it was harder to play 
than I thought it should be.  Instead of only using 
part of the drums and adding keys as you get  
better similar to the guitar, it goes all out using all 
the drums and the foot pedal.  Plus whenever you 
sing you sound stupid.  In all, I think it could be 
much better. 

 

And Then There Were None 
 

By Agatha Christie 
 

Critic: Becka Millner 
 

 
Like murder mysteries?  Then 
you will love this book.  Ten 
people are stranded on an  
island with no way of contact-
ing the outside world.  At first, 
everything is fine...until one 
man goes down.  Then an-
other, then another.  They are 
being picked off one by one.  
Ten people stuck on an island, 

one of them is a murderer.  See if you can figure 
out who it is, before it’s too late! 
 

All Narnia Related Things 
By C.S. Lewis 
 

Critic: Allison Tilles 
 
I loved the series.  I read every book when the 
movie came out about one of 
the books, the second book, 
The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe.  There is soon to be 
a movie on another one of the 
books.  I look forward to seeing 
that too.  This series might be 
my favorite of all time.  It is fan-
tasy.  This is about four kids 
who seem to constantly (once 
per book) be entering this secret magic world.  
The king of the jungle is the lion, well the true 
king of this magical world Narnia, is a lion Aslan.  
This is a truly amazing series.   
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Pretty Little Liars 
By Sarah Shepard 
 

Critic: Jenny Yang 
 

After the summer of seventh 
grade, four girls, Emily, Spencer, 
Hanna, and Aria have completely 
changed lives. What is the dark  
secret that all four of them share?  
What are the lies that each of them 
keep?  What happened to Alison in 
seventh grade?  Now, they are in 
their third year in high school, and 

someone is sending threatening messages by the 
name of A to expose their secrets or lies.  How 
does A know all of their secrets?  How does she 
know the secret that was promised to be kept by 
five girls and five girls only?  Filled with mystery, 
drama, friendship, secrecy and four girls who 
really know how to tell lies this book is the next 
classic on my shelf. 
 

Rules of Survival 
By Nancy Werlin 
 

Critic: -L- 
 
This is the story of Matt, who 
lives with his two sisters, and his 
psychotic mother.  As you learn 
of their horrible life, you learn 
how they meet Murdoch, their 
savior in a way.  Matt explains in 
his own words how his mother is, 
and why they need to stay away 
from her.  I give this book two 

thumbs up.  It is a great book for those who like 
to learn about how to deal with people.  Pick it up 
at your local library and you will have a good 
time. 

 

Give a Boy a Gun 
By Todd Strasser 
 

Critic: -L- 
 
This book is quite 
unique, and interesting in its 
own way.  You get to read the 
stories of people who were  
witnesses of a horrible shooting 
in a school.  In fact, the very 
first sentence is the main char-
acter’s death.  Now, how can that be true?  The 
main character dies on the first page?  Well, the 
book is about the events leading up to the 
shooting, and it talks about how the two loners 
go from losers to crazed gunmen.  It’s surprising 
how realistic the author can make the people 
feel when it’s obvious at the same time that the 
story is fictional.  I give this book one thumb up, 
it’s a great read, but it does get boring after a 
while. 
 

The Year of Secret Assignments 
By Jaclyn Moriarty 
 

Critic: Jenny Yang       
 

This is a book that you will 
NEVER be able to put down 
once you started.  Told  
entirely in letters, emails, 
hate mail, notes, special 
agent missions and flyers, 
The Year of Secret Assign-
ments will have you laugh-
ing out loud and shrieking 
with shock.  Emily, Lydia, 
and Cassie have an ex-

tremely well bonded friendship, filled with skip-
ping classes, kidnapping, and of course, secret 
assignments.  Each will do anything for the 
other, so when pen pals arrive, and Cassie gets 
a good for nothing charlatan, what can they do 
but go to court?  What happens when two rival 
schools have a pen pal assignment?  The Year of 

Secret Assignments. 
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The Simpsons Movie 
Movie, Rated: PG-13 
 

Critic: Danny Bripo 
 

 
The Simpsons Movie is mildly 
inappropriate but still very  
hilarious.  The Simpsons Movie 
is almost completely random so 
there is no point to some parts of 
it but it is still funny.  I would  
absolutely recommend this movie 
to everyone 13 years and up.  
The characters, if you don’t know 
who the Simpsons are, are 
Homer, Marge, Bart, Maggie and 
Lisa who are desparate for  

survival.  Call this number for more details: 1-800-
SIMPSONS (this is not a real phone number) 

 

Gregor the Overlander 
By Suzanne Collins 
 

Critic: -L- 
 
Ever wonder what’s at the bottom 
of the laundry chute in big apart-
ment buildings?  Well, that’s an 
easy one!  It’s a magical kingdom 
that tries to keep peace with giant 
rats, cockroaches, spiders and all sorts of other 
creatures.  When Gregor, a young boy, follows his 
sister down a laundry chute, this is what he stum-
bles upon.  Not only that, he finds prophecies that 
are written about him!  Now, Gregor must fight to 
survive in this strange land, and perhaps even find 
out the mystery of why his father left... 
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Bloody Jack 
 

By L.A. Myer 
 

Critic: Ginny Suliven 
 
Mary decides to go off to sea.  This 
wasn’t her original plan, but if it 
gets her off the street she will.  
Disguising herself as Jacky Faber, 

Mary signs on as a ship boy.  Joining with the 
other four boys “Jacky” can’t let anyone know 
she’s a girl; or that she loves another ship boy.  
Looking for adventure?  Jacky has it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saratoga Secret 
By Betsy Sterman 
 

Critic: -L- 
 

See the story of a young 
girl working at an inn, who 
sees so many characters 
during the revolutionary 
war.  Let me start off by 
saying this book is dull, 
and doesn’t make much of 
an effort to be exciting.  I 
personally, hated this 

book.  f you decide to read it, you can go to 
your local library to pick it up, but if you truly 
want my opinion, I give this book one thumb 
down.  You may like to read it, but I know that I 
hated it, due to its boring nature. 

 

 



 
Sloppy Firsts 
By Megan McCafferty 
 

Critic: Jenny Yang 
 
 

Sloppy Firsts is a book that the 
phrase ‘don’t judge a book by its 
cover’ comes to use. As a frequent 
reader of books, I tend to judge 
many books by their covers, for if I 
didn’t, I probably would not finish 
the books I think are good. However, at the li-
brary one day, Amy Kaplan introduced me to this 
book. I personally did not like the cover, and if I 
had seen it, I probably would not have picked it 
out, but even if the cover was not my favorite 
cover on the face of the earth, I decided to take 
Amy’s word for it and read it. It was AWESOME! 
Funny and sarcastic Jessica Darling writes the 
story of her life. With her best friend’s departure, 
insomnia, and Marcus Flutie Jessica shows her 
own voice in each of the matters and her own 
voice just happens to be smart, witty, and filled 
with teen angst. I am SO very GLAD that Amy  
introduced me to this book, and decide to pass it 
on to you. After the first few chapters you won’t 
be able to wait to turn the page. 

 

Chinese Cinderella 
By Adeline Yen Mah  
 

Critic: Jenny Yang 
 
A heart wrenching story...I swear I 
think I cried at LEAST twice in this 
book. A story of an unwanted 
daughter and the story of author: 
Adeline Yen Mah. A few years ago 

my friend, Linda, lent me a book called Falling 
Leaves. I couldn’t read it. WAYY to boring. When I 
was looking through books though, I fell upon this 
one. It was by the same author that had written 
Falling Leaves, and I thought, “Well, its not like I 
have anything better to read, and maybe I’ll like 
this one.” So I took it and read it. When Adeline 
pulls you in, she won’t let go. Death of her mother 
when she was born, a new step mother, sent to  

 

boarding schools one after another, hated by 
both step brothers and sisters and real brothers 
and sisters, you can do nothing but read on and 
hope Adeline ends up with a new life and a new 
start. A complete Cinderella book, Chinese  
Cinderella will touch you forever. 
 

Flowers for Algernon 
By Daniel Keyes 
 

Critic: -L- 
 
When Charlie Gordon, a mentally 
retarded thirty five year old man, is 
chosen for a new  experiment to 
increase intelligence, he is happy to 
oblige.  Though he thinks that some 

of the methods won’t work after his operation, he 
soon begins to grow intellectually.  Now Charlie 
finds himself in a new world trying to understand 
why he can only truly connect with a mouse 
named Algernon, who was given the same  
operation as Charlie.  Will Charlie find this new 
world to his liking?  You will have to read and 
find out.  If you want an involving story, check 
this out of your local library...big time readers will 
love it, I know I did. 
 
 

Star Wars: Heir to the Empire 
By Mike Baron 
 

Critic: -L- 
 
Star wars nerds 
rejoice, the movies aren’t the  
ending of the series!  You can find out all about 
our heroes and what happens to them after the 
empire’s defeat.  Read this book and I’m sure 
you’ll love it.  Now, those who are saying that 
Star Wars books are stupid, why are you even 
reading this review?  If you want to read this 
book, check it out at your local library, otherwise, 
check out some of these other great books. 
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Nintendo Wii 
What do you get when you take a great video game console and mix it with motion sensitivity?  You get 
the Nintendo Wii, of course.  This console is one of the greatest I have ever seen.  Though there are oth-
ers such as the Xbox 360, or the Playstation 3, this one is just a blast to play.  There is such a wide variety 
of games from Mario to Resident Evil, that you can pick anything to really satisfy your needs.  If you want 
to check this out, don’t be afraid, it’s a good choice. 
 

Xbox 360 
This friends, is Microsoft’s new toy. They worked for so long to bring this to you, and here it is.  With 
amazing graphics and great games such as Halo 3, and Gears of War, there are endless possibilities for 
your fun.  If you wanna smash open piñatas with a bat, there’s a game for that.  If you wanna shoot 
aliens to save earth, there’s a game for that.  There’s even a game about being a water droplet that can 
control the weather!  This console is fun for anybody who buys it, so I recommend going to get it. 
 

Playstation 3 
The Playstation 3, though it looks fancy with its great graphics and all, probably isn’t going to serve you 
well in the end.  The problem is its price.  It’s way too high.  Not only that, the good games for it, like 
Metal Gear Solid 4, won’t be out until a while.  Comparing that to the 360 or Wii, there are already so 
many great games out there for them, AND the price of the two of those, is the price for one of these!  
Does that make any sense?  Two better consoles that cost the same price together for this mediocre one?  
What were they thinking?  Anyways, if you wanna get something cool you can pick this up for about $499.  
I, for one, give this no thumbs at all.  It’s just that it’s not bad, but it’s not that good either. 
 

Mario Galaxy 
Well, here it is again folks, the plumber that has to save a magical kingdom.  But this time, Wait!  The  
kingdom has been taken...into space!  Now you the player, as Mario, need to travel to different galaxies, 
and retrieve, from Bowser, the Grand Stars.  Doesn’t sound too hard?  Well it really isn’t.  This game is 
fun, and it has a great story, but it’s too easy.  The hardest boss was a random giant fish that didn’t have 
anything to do with the story.  It’s still a great game however, so go buy it if you like Mario games.  I give 
it one thumb because it’s too easy for the older audiences. 
 

Halo 3 
People who have been waiting to finish the fight, rejoice. Halo 3 is out, and let me tell you, it was worth it.  
This game is great, and though it didn’t really feel like a true halo game at first, I had a blast playing it.  
Now for those who may be wondering, Halo 3 is about Spartan 117, aka Master Chief, who has to finish 
the fight against the covenant.  They are an alien race bent on wiping humans out from existence.  Now 
the single player alone, it’s great, but then when you start playing the multiplayer, that’s when you realize 
how great the game is.  It’s amazing how it’s the same feel of its predecessors, but it’s totally new at the 
same time.  If you have a 360, you need to get this game.  ** Halo (book series) - Ever wonder what hap-
pens between Halo games?  Or even before Halo started?  Well, then these books are for you.  This series has so 
many different stories of the  
characters you know and love in halo.  Learn how Master Chief became a Spartan, and learn what happened to the  
others during the mission to Halo.   
 

Legend of Zelda: Twilight Princess 
Anybody who has a wii can tell you, this is one of the greatest games of all time.  This game with the Wii  
controller is amazing due to its motion sensitivity, adding just the right bit of challenge to such a great 
story.  If you want hours of endless fun, try this game out. 

Game System/Game Reviews (from the case files of L) 
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Across 
 
 

5. mickey 
6. kisses 
8. pizza 
9. marco 
10. chocolate 
11. fish 
13. hat 

14. armpits 
18. milk 
21. burger 
22. moonbeams 
24. campfire 
25. tables 

Better Half... 

 
 

Directions:  
 

for every clue, find the 
other half of the pair —  
for example if the clue 
was: “cheese” the answer 
might be “crackers” 

Down 
1. jelly 
2. luigi 
3. salt 
4. soda 
5. ketchup 
7. patrick 
11. dogs 
 

12. cereal 
15. meal 
16. rock 
17. kings 
19. fork 
20. stomach 
23. shoes 



 -L- 
Mysterious detective able to solve 
the case.  His true identity is un-
known, but he goes under the name 
of Hideki Ryuga at TO-HO University.   
Currently working on the Kira case, 
he has two other identities.  Penevue 

and Eraide Coil.  At age 19, -L– is a genius, and 
the only person able to contact him is another mys-
terious man named Watari.  Hopefully –L– will stop 
Kira soon so he can do more reviews. 
 
 
Kynan Welsh 
Age: 14, 8th grader 
Favorite Genres: Adventure,  
Realistic Fiction, and Fantasy 
Disliked Genres: Mystery and Nonfiction 
Favorite Book Topics: Animals and Fictional 
creatures  Disliked Book Topics: Sports 
Some Favorite Books: Artemis Fowl series, 
Chicken Boy, Kite Fighters, The Big 
Wander 
 
Sadie McMurrin 
She lives in Briarcliff Manor, NY in the 
middle of America.  She was born at 
8:30 pm in Vermont in Brattleboro Me-
morial Hospital.  When she was 8 years 
old, she moved to NY with her mom, 
dad, and younger adopted sister, Grace.  She is 
now 13 years old, and goes to Briarcliff Manor MS 
and is in the 7th grade.  Her sister scares her 
sometimes. 
 

Travis Okey-Dokey 
Age: 12, 6th grader 
Favorite Genres:Fantasy, Adventure 
Disliked Genres:Girly Books, Sporty 
Books Hobbies: Computer stuff, 
reading, playing video games 
 

 
 
 
 
           Chipunk 
 
 
 

 Danny Bripo 
I like video games, reading 
and martial arts.  I have many 
friends that are interesting in a 
way.  I enjoy art and drawing 
and will wish to be an artist 
when I grow up to be old. 

 
GhostStory 101 

GhostStory 101 loves telling ghost  
stories, listening to music and hanging 
out with friends.  She goes to school in 
Chicago and mails stuff here.  This is all 
you’re getting because the rest was lost 
in translation. 
 
Jenny Yang 
Jenny Yang is an 8th grader who lives in 
Briarcliff Manor.  She enjoys metal/rock/
alternative/punk and many other kinds of 
music.  In short she is a music freak.  
She also likes reading, writing, field 

hockey, drawing and hanging out with her crazy, 
insane, hamster/chipmunk/chicken-like friends. 
 
 

Ginny Suliven 
Just scraping five feet with too much 
curly red hair to keep track of, Ginny 
enjoys reading, playing games, hav-
ing animated conversations and 
laughing with new friends.  Going to 
come to BMS soon, Ginny currently 

lives in France, thanks to the help of her foreign 
pen pals Ginny’s works are being translated by 
good friends.  Ginny loves animals, acting and 
playing soccer, her green eyes light up when she 
does participate in any activity she loves or seeing 
something she thinks is funny.  A sweet girl de-
scribes Ginny in a nutshell. 
 

 
Crystal Art 
She likes adventure books, and fantasy 
and realistic fiction.  She loves books 
and she hates homework; and she likes 
movies and comic books. 
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