
 

died of a disease when Homer was 
very young.  The two Winthrops  
and their maid go to Maine to sell 
a house that belonged to them  
before moving out after his  
father’s death.  Homer meets a 
new kid after seeing a  mysterious-
looking old man.  The kid tells him 
that man is actually not old, is 
wearing make-up and a wig, and is 
pretending to limp.   
 

That is when the big story begins… 
 

 
 

New Books for 
Middle Schoolers @ 
Briarcliff Manor  
Public Library… 

 

Come check them out! 
 
 

Sleeping Freshman Never 
Lie by David Lubar 
While navigating his first year of high school 
and awaiting the birth of his new baby 
brother, Scott loses old friends and gains 
some unlikely new ones as he hones his skills 
as a writer. 
 

Code Orange  
by Caroline Cooney 
While conducting research for a school paper 
on smallpox, Mitty finds an envelope con-
taining 100-year-old smallpox scabs and 
fears that he has infected himself and all of 
New York City. 
 

Monkey Town: The Summer 
of the Scopes Trial  
by Ronald Kidd 
The 1925 Scopes trial resulting from 15-year-
old Frances’s father’s complaints of a H.S. 
teacher teaching evolution, prompts her to 
rethink many of her beliefs about religion 
and truth, as well as her relationship with 
her father. 
 

Small Steps  
by Louis Sachar 
In this sequel to Holes, it is three years after 
being released from Camp Green Lake and 
Armpit is trying hard to keep his life on 
track; but when his old pal X-Ray shows up 
with a tempting plan to make some easy 
money scalping concert tickets, Armpit  
reluctantly goes along. 

The Face on the 
Milk Carton 
By Caroline Cooney 
 

Reviewer: Shannon Louie 
 

Janie Johnson had a wonderful 
life.  She had a family she loves, 
the best of friends and was getting 
closer to receiving her drivers  
license.  On one normal day at 
lunch a familiar face stares back at 
her from a milk carton.  A small 
girl about three years old was kid-
napped thirteen years ago.  Why 
does the dress seem so familiar?  
Could it be herself?  Are her par-
ents really her parents?  Secrets 
are unlocked letting the truth out. 
 
 
 

 
Artemis Fowl 
By Eion Colfer 
 
Reviewer: Kynan Welsh 
 

This book is a well thought-out 
fantasy with great characters and 
events.  The main character is Ar-
temis Fowl who is a millionaire, 
lives in a Manor, and has the dead-
liest man alive as his personal but-
ler.  He searches for a book that 
you wouldn’t find in any library—
The Book.  The Book is the under-
ground mythical creatures’ bible.  
After Artemis obtains their book, 
he translates their symbols into 
legible words and find that they 
refuel their magic by planting a 
special acorn.  They stakeout and 
take a fairy hostage for ransom.  
This is a must-read for fantasy lov-
ers.  Also, if you have read this 
book and not the rest of the series, 
then that is also a “Two Thumbs 
Up.” 

You Are So 
Not Invited 
to my Bat 
Mitzvah 
By Fiona Rosenbloom 
 

Reviewer: Rachel Isaac 
 

Stacey Friedman has three weeks 
to prepare for her Bat Mitzvah.  In 
that time, she wants three things: 
 

1) the perfect dress 
2) To perform three mitzvahs 

(good deeds) 
3) For a boy to like her 
 

Instead she gets: 
1) an ugly dress 
2) Three failed mitzvahs 
3) Her best friend’s betrayal 
 

This book tells all about Stacey 
Friedman and what a Bat Mitzvah 
really is.  This is realistic fiction 
and takes place in White Plains, 
NY.  I really liked this book but the 
writing wasn’t very strong.  I think 
that this book is really geared  
towards girls, but it doesn’t matter 
what religion you are because it’s 
interesting to take a look into  
another person’s point of view.  
Overall, I liked this book a lot. 
 
 
 

  Following  
  Fake Man 
  By Barbara Holmes 
 
Reviewer: Kynan Welsh 

 
This realistic fiction mystery is not 
the best book I ever read.  It may 
be because of my dislike for mys-
tery books, and maybe you could 
like it, but it sure wasn’t my  
favorite.  The main character is a 
twelve-year-old boy named Homer 
Winthrop, who knows nothing 
about his father  because his  
stubborn mother (the only family 
he has) never told him anything 
about his father except that he  
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