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Summer Reading Expectations 
 

I.  Read Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck 

 

II. You must take notes on Of Mice and Men.    How you take notes is up to you, but 

you should try to organize them in some way and focus on literary elements such as the 

following: 

 

ü Plot (major events) 

ü Characters 

ü Setting 

ü Themes 

ü Mood 

ü Point of View (narration) 

 

*Make your notes meaningful to you.  Use your own style, your own words, and your 

own ideas. Do not consult Spark Notes or any other source, and do not work with any 

other student on the notes.  #ÖÕɀÛɯÙÜÕɯÖÕɯÍÖÙɯ×ÈÎÌÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÈÎÌÚɭcondense information! 

 

*For Of Mice and Men, we suggest that you take notes for each of the six sections of the 

novella. 

 

III. Please consider reading an additional book from the 9th grade reading list.  This 

list is available online, and the access instructions can be found at the bottom of this 

page.   

 

 

Assessments:   

You will be expected to participate in the discussion of Of Mice and Men during 

the first few weeks of school in September.  Please bring your notes to class on the first 

day of school.  Your knowledge of the reading will be assessed through this discussion, 

as well as a writing assignment. 

 

 

 

**(ÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÎÖÖËɯÉÖÖÒÚɯÛÖɯÙÌÈËɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÜÔÔÌÙȮɯÖÙɯÈÙÌɯÐÕɯÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÖÍɯ 

àÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÚÜÔÔÌÙɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯÈÚÚÐÎÕÔÌÕÛȮɯÊÏÌÊÒɯÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ2ÜÔÔÌÙɯ1ÌÈËÐÕÎɯ+ÐÚÛÚɯÈÛɯɯɯɯ

http://briarcliffschools.org    Ą  Briarcliff HS  Ą  Library (HS)  Ą Summer Reading 

Lists. 

 

 

http://briarcliffschools.org/


 

 

Briarcliff High School  

Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510  

 
SUMMER READING LIST - 9

th
 GRADE 

2008 

 
The following is a list of suggested reading for incoming 9

th
 grade students.  None 

of the titles below are a part of the 9
th
 grade curriculum, and only Of Mice and Men is 

required reading.   

 
 

CLASSICS 
 

Austen, Jane   Pride and Prejudice:  The classic story of five 

     unmarried sisters in 18
th
 Century England. 

   

Cather, Willa A Lost Lady:  In pioneer Nebraska, Mrs. Forrester is unhappy 

with the restrictions that bind her to her much-older husband and 

their way of life. 

 

Dickens, Charles David Copperfield:  A story that includes the comic delights, the 

tender warmth and the tragic horrors of childhood.  A richly 

autobiographical tale. 

 

 Oliver Twist:  Oliver goes from orphanage life to a life of 

thievery on the Victorian London streets until his rightful 

identity is known. 

 

 Hard Times:  Dickens exposes the devilish 19
th
 century 

industries that exploited the bodies and minds of the vulnerable 

labor class. 

 

Doyle, A. Conan The Hound of the Baskervilles:  For generations the curse had 

hung over the family.  Was it a demon or animal lurking on the 

moors? 

 

Du Maurier, Daphne Rebecca:  A newly-married couple have to live with the 

haunting legacy of his first wife, the beautiful and cold Rebecca. 

 

Eliot, George Silas Marner:  A weaver wrongly accused of theft becomes a 

recluse until the love of an abandoned child redeems him. 



 

Ferber, Edna   Cimarron:  A novel of the West. 

 

Giant:  Three generations of Texans love and clash in a family 

drama of strife, racial bigotry and conflict. 

 

 So Big:  A novel that takes place on the prairie. 

 

Grey, Zane Riders of the Purple Sage:  Cattle owner Jane runs into 

problems when her stock is stampeded and her men begin 

disappearing.   

 

Herriot, James All Things Bright and Beautiful or All Things Wise and 

Wonderful:  Heartwarming true stories of an English country 

veterinarian. 

 

Huxley, Aldous Brave New World:  This is a nightmarish vision of the future. 

 

Lawrence, Jerome     Inherit the Wind:  A school teacher goes on trial in a play based 

on evolution vs. Bible teaching. 

    

Lewis, Sinclair Arrowsmith:  The story of a doctor whose struggles to maintain 

integrity cost him positions as an instructor, a practicing 

physician, and a research pathologist. 

 

Michener, James Alaska:  Fictionalized drama of the settling of Alaska. 

 

 The Source:  A magnificent and spellbinding expedition through 

the history of the Holy Land. 

 

Orwell, George 1984:  This book shows what can happen in a society where 

ñBig Brother is watching!ò 

 

Styron, William The Confessions of Nat Turner:  A Pulitzer Prize-winning 

novel based on the true story of an abortive slave rebellion in 

1831. 

 

Swift, Jonathan Gulliverôs Travels:  This satiric tale tells of Gulliverôs four 

voyages and his fantastic adventures in wondrous lands. 

 

Tolkien, J. R. R.  The Two Towers or The Return of the King:  Part of a trilogy, 

these science fiction books trace the legend of the One Ring. 

 

Verne, Jules Around the World in 80 Days:  This travelogue is a mixture of 

fantasy, comedy and suspense.  

 

 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea:   This science fiction voyage is 

complete with a mad sea captain, exotic sea creatures and 

amazing adventures. 

               

                           Wells, H. G. The Time Machine:  The classic tale of a turn-of-the-century 

explorer who travels forward in time. 

 

 



 

POPULAR TITLES  
 

 

Alvarez, Julia                          How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents:  The story of the 

Garcia familyôs adjustment to life in the United States. 

 

(Anonymous) Go Ask Alice:  The classic diary of an anonymous, addicted 

teen. 

 

Asimov, Isaac Robots of Dawn:  A futuristic science fiction detective story 

complete with robots. 

 

 Foundation:  Part of a science fiction series of man, robots and 

adventures. 

 

Bennett, Jay The Skeleton Man:  A  mystery story. 

 

Bonham, Frank Durango Street:  A young man deals with the dangers of gangs. 

  

                          Bradbury, Ray Fahrenheit 451:  This novel is set in a future world where 

books are forbidden. 

 

Chbosky, Stephen The Perks of Being a Wallflower:  Charlie, a freshman in high 

school, explores the dilemmas of growing up through a 

collection of letters he sends to an unknown receiver. 

 

Cisneros, Sandra The House on Mango Street:  A young girl living in a Hispanic 

neighborhood in Chicago ponders the advantages and 

disadvantages of her environment and evaluates her 

relationships with family and friends. 

 

Clark, Mary H. A Cry in the Night:  Mystery. 

 

 Where Are the Children?:  Mystery. 

 

 Weep No More My Lady:  Mystery. 

 

 While My Pretty One Sleeps:  Mystery. 

 

Cormier, Robert After the First Death:  Theyôve taken the children.  Who will be 

the next to die? 

 

Beyond the Chocolate War:  The dark deeds continue at Trinity 

High.  Sequel to The Chocolate War. 

  

I Am the Cheese:  A young boy tries to unlock his past, but 

faces danger as a result. 

 

The Rag and Bone Shop:  Trent, a police interrogator, works to 

get a confession from a twelve-year-old accused of murdering 

his seven-year-old friend. 

 



 

Crutcher, Chris Ironman:  While training for a triathlon, Bo participates in an 

anger management class with several students in school. He 

learns their disturbing stories and discovers how to handle his 

over-critical father. 

 

 Whale Talk:  Intellectually and athletically gifted, TJ, a 

multiracial, adopted teen, shuns organized sports and the gung-

ho athletes at his high school until he agrees to form a swimming 

team and recruits some of the school's less popular students. 

 

Cushman, Karen The Ballad of Lucy Whipple:  A California gold-rush town 

comes to life through the eyes of twelve-year-old Lucy. 

 

Duncan, Lois A Gift of Magic:  A grandmother leaves three giftsð the gift of 

magic, music and dance. 

 

 Locked in Time:  Nore arrives at her stepmother's Louisiana 

plantation to find her new family odd, and an aura of evil and 

mystery about the place. 

 

 Third Eye:  When one of the students disappears, Karen realizes 

that she can somehow ñseeò the child. 

 

Fox, Paula The Moonlight Man:  A young girl attempts to understand her 

undependable father. 

 

Greene, Bette Summer of My German Soldier:  Sheltering an escaped 

German soldier is a shattering experience for a Jewish girl. 

 

Halam, Ann Dr. Franklinôs Island:  When their plane crashes, three  

students are left stranded on an island.  They are then 

imprisoned by a doctor who is performing horrifying 

experiments on humans. 

 

Hinton, S. E.  Taming the Star Runner:  When sent to stay with his uncle in a 

small town, city-wise Travis makes friends with a young horse 

trainer. 

 

 Tex:  Easy-going Tex tries to keep things together while waiting 

for his father to return home after a five month absence. 

 

Hobbs, Valerie Sonnyôs War:  After his father dies, Sonny goes off to fight in 

the Vietnam War, leaving his 14-year-old sister at home to deal 

with her fears for him. 

 

Holt, Victoria Mistress of Mellyn:  Martha, working as a governess for a 

wealthy family in England, falls in love with her employer and 

finds danger when she sets out to uncover the truth about his 

tragic past. 



 

 

Kerr, M. E. Fell:  A new identity and admission to a prep school changes 

John in this funny story. 

 

 Gentlehands:  A boy finds out that his gentle grandfather had a 

secret connection to the Nazis. 

 

King, Stephen The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon:  In this suspenseful King 

tale, a young girl gets lost on the Appalachian Trail and endures 

drenching storms, swamps and a fall down a rocky slope. 

 

Korman, Gordon Born to Rock:  High school senior Leo Caraway, a conservative 

Republican, learns that his biological father is a punk rock 

legend. 

 

Lipsyte, Robert One Fat Summer:  Overweight Bobby gets a summer job and 

sticks to it through thick and thin. 

 

Magorian, Michelle Good Night, Mr. Tom:  An abused child finds shelter with an 

old man in the English countryside during World War II. 

 

Marsden, John Tomorrow, When the War Began: (others in series)  Seven 

Australian teens return from camping to find their homes burned 

or deserted, their families imprisoned, and their country 

occupied by a foreign military force.  They then decide to wage 

an undercover war against the invaders. 

 

Maxwell, Gavin Ring of Bright Water:  A man learns about the playful and 

intelligent nature of otters. 

 

Mazer, Norma Fox When She Was Good:  The death of her abusive, manipulative 

older sister prompts seventeen-year-old Em to remember their 

unpleasant life together.  

 

Nix, Garth Sabriel:  Sabriel, daughter of a magician, must journey into the 

mysterious and magical Old Kingdom to rescue her father from 

the Land of the Dead.  

 

Oates, Joyce Carol Big Mouth & Ugly Girl:  When sixteen-year-old Matt is falsely 

accused of threatening to blow up his high school and his friends 

turn against him, only the individualistic, somewhat frightening 

Ursula Riggs comes to his defense. 

 

Paulsen, Gary The Island (and others):  Fifteen-year-old Wil discovers himself 

and the wonders of nature when he leaves home to live on an 

island in northern Wisconsin. 

 

Pike, Christopher Remember Me (and others):  After her death, Shari tries to 

prove that she didnôt commit suicide. 



 

 

Plum-Ucci, Carol The Body of Christopher Creed:  The often-tortured class 

weirdo has disappeared, leaving a note on the school library 

computer.  Is Chris a runaway, a suicide or a murder victim? 

Printz Honor Book Award. 

 

Taylor, Mildred Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry:   This book deals with humor 

and hard times as a black family struggles during the depression.  

 

 Let the Circle Be Unbroken:  This is a story of a close-knit 

black family that struggles with racial injustice. 

 

Tey, Josephine Brat Farrar:  This is a tale of assumed identity, suspense and 

tension. 

 

 Daughter of Time:  Scotland Yard Inspector Grant decides to 

prove whether Richard III really had his brotherôs children killed 

to secure the throne. 

 

Weaver, Will Farm Team : a Billy Baggs Novel:  With his father in jail and 

his mother working full-time, fourteen-year-old Billy finds 

himself  running the family farm and having to give up the thing 

he loves most-- baseball. 

 

 

 

    

 

 


